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Last week, we spoke of a constant temptation for sinners as they look for God: They want signs and 

they want works to do; but, by nature, they don't want the signs that God provides or the work that 

God has done for them. However, we rejoiced that God has done the work: He has sent Jesus Christ, 

His only-begotten Son, to save us from our sin by His work of suffering, death and resurrection. We 

also rejoiced that God provides signs of His presence and salvation: He gives us His Word and His 

Sacraments. These are more than empty symbols, for by them the Lord is present to forgive. 

 

Where's God's Word is, God is present to save. This is why we must continually preserve His Word, 

because this week's Gospel lesson warns of another great temptation: Sinners want God to fit into 

their reason. In other words, by nature, we want whatever God says and does to make sense to us-to 

what we think is true and to what we want to be true.  

 

When we come to a tough teaching of Scripture, it is always tempting to rework what the Bible says 

until it makes sense and isn't so tough anymore. This is a double standard leveled against God by 

man, for we are not so quick to demand understanding from other people. Children are expected to 

do what their parents say all the time, even if the only reason given is "Because I said so." Likewise, 

students and workers are expected to do what they are told, even if they don't see the reason or 

benefit right away. However, when God commands something, the sinner doesn't give Him the same 

benefit of the doubt. We find this to be true in the Gospel lesson for today. 

 

I. The Unreasonable Savior 

 

We rejoin the discussion between Jesus and the Jews this week. He has fed 5,000 men with five 

loaves and two fish, and He has told the people that He is the Bread of Life who has come down 

from heaven, and who gives eternal salvation to all who believe in Him. As the Gospel lesson 

begins, the Jews complain because He says, "I am the bread of life which came down from heaven." 

 

Why do they complain? Because it doesn't make sense, and it doesn't fit their speculation. It doesn't 

make sense for Jesus to say He's come down from heaven. They ask, "Is not this Jesus, the son of 

Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, 'I have come down from 

heaven'?" Jesus is just another human being, child of Joseph and Mary. It only makes sense; for Him 

to claim to have come down from heaven, well, that's just crazy talk. Why? Because they won't 

accept the possibility of the thought. Actually, more to the point, they won't believe Jesus. They 

believe that their common sense is truer than the Son of God. 

 

With that, they deny the Incarnation. They declare that Jesus' father is Joseph, not God the Father 

Almighty. If Joseph is the father of Jesus, then Jesus is just an ordinary human being. If Jesus is just 

an ordinary human being, then he doesn't have a whole lot of authority. Furthermore, if Jesus is just 

an ordinary human being, He has not come down from heaven and He cannot give life to all the 
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world. Therefore, this Jesus may work some fantastic miracles, but He must be a liar who can't be 

trusted. 

 

That's the nuts and bolts of the controversy: If Jesus isn't the Son of God come down from heaven, 

then He's a liar. Or a lunatic. Perhaps both. 

 

Note how Jesus responds to their objections:  

 

"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the 

last day. It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has 

heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He who 

is from God; He has seen the Father."  

 

Over and against their logic, Jesus once again repeats the truth. He tells them that He is the Son sent 

by God the Father. He tells them that He is the fulfillment of prophecy, for Isaiah declared that God 

Himself would come and teach them. He tells them that, to know the Father, they are to know the 

Son. Now, please note: This still doesn't make sense to sinful minds. But it is the truth. It is the Word 

of the Lord-the powerful Word that gives faith to believe. This is what Jesus is about, to bring them 

to faith so that they might believe in Him and be saved. Therefore, He goes on: 

 

"Most assuredly I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your 

fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which comes down from 

heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If 

anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I 

shall give for the life of the world." 

 

This, too, does not make sense. Jesus is bread from heaven who has come to be eaten, and whoever 

does so will live forever. Furthermore, He qualifies that the bread is His flesh which He will give for 

the life of the world. Again, this does not resonate well within the realm of logic and reason; it 

sounds ridiculous. But although it is illogical and unreasonable, it is true: By these words, Jesus 

declares that He is the Savior who will allow His body to be nailed to the cross so that He might 

atone for the sins of the world; and that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life. It's not 

logical. But it is the Gospel, and only the Gospel saves. 

 

How does the crowd react? Most will quarrel more and then leave Him, as we will hear in the next 

two Gospel lessons. They will do so believing that Jesus is just too illogical to be the Savior. But 

look what they have done:  

 

They have come into the presence of Jesus, and they have rejected Jesus as the Son of God. In 

rejecting Jesus, they have rejected His Word.  

 

In rejectint His Word, they have rejected His statement that He is the way into the Father's presence. 

Therefore, they have rejected the Father. 

 

They have scorned the idea that God would become flesh to save, because it just doesn't make sense. 

To them, Jesus' claim of being God incarnate is proof that he's crazy; when in reality, it is proof of 

God's great mercy, that He would give His only Son for the life of the world. 
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All of this is based upon the sinful, damning premise that God must make sense to us, or else He 

isn't God. 

 

II. Reason and the Word 

 

We must clearly acknowledge the place of reason and logic in our lives. Reason is a gift from God, 

and a great gift for us. We use it constantly throughout the day in setting schedules, using 

technology, reading, constructing, working with others. Common sense keeps us from touching the 

hot stove or overextending finances. All of this is good and right, and we give thanks to God for the 

gift and use of reason. However, we must also acknowledge that our reason has its limitations. For 

one thing, our minds are finite, while God's is infinite; therefore, we must not presume to know 

better than God. For another, our minds are sinful and unreliable, while God's thoughts are holy and 

wholly trustworthy. Therefore, we must acknowledge that our sinful minds cannot only not 

comprehend God; but, far worse, our sinful minds will actively seek to contradict God's holy plan. 

Thus we must always subordinate our reason to what God's Word says. Sometimes a bumper sticker 

slogan says it well; in this case, "God says it. I believe it. That settles it." Actually, we'd better 

shorten it up: "God says it. That settles it." You'd better believe it. 

 

If only it were so easy.  

 

There will be times when God's Word just doesn't make sense, doesn't say what you want it to say. 

You will be tempted toward sins of the flesh, clearly prohibited by Scripture; and at such times you 

will want to rationalize how Scripture can be made to fit with your desire: "Sure, the Bible says 

'Thou shalt not;' but that was then and this is now." "God wants me to be happy, and this will make 

me happy." "It only makes sense that I do this sin now, because it will solve a lot of problems later 

on." Or, "God's Law gives rules for life in general; but in my particular case, this is the best thing for 

me to do." The list of excuses goes on and on, and none of them stand up before God. Each time you 

rationalize like this, you declare that your common sense, by nature sinful and unclean, is better and 

truer than God's Law. This is not the worst of it, because doubt comes as a package deal: If you 

doubt that parts of God's Law no longer apply to you, then how will you be certain that all of God's 

forgiveness still applies to you? 

 

Sometimes it's not that the sinful mind connives to find a way around God's Word; instead, it's that 

trials and troubles batter the Christian until God's Word no longer seems reasonable. Affliction can 

oppress you until God seems horribly silent to your prayers and uncaring to your suffering. At such 

times, the sins of anger at God and doubt in His mercy begin to creep in: "The Lord says He works 

all things for my good, but I don't see that right now. And since I don't see that right now, the Lord 

must not be working all things for my good." We know it is unwise to make rash decisions when 

under severe stress; it is far more foolish to decide that God is unfaithful when severe stress strikes. 

This too is sin, separating you from God when you are most in need of His mercy and assurance. 

 

There will always be attacks from outside of you, too, and these are troubling as well. Scholars seek 

to dazzle you with arguments to convince you that the creation accounts of Genesis are just legend, 

and that the stories of the Flood or of Jonah aren't actually true. They will seek to persuade you that 

Jesus wasn't born of a virgin, that He didn't do miracles and that He didn't rise bodily from the grave. 

How do they determine these things? By their own scholarship and intelligence; and in doing so, 

they declare their minds to be greater than the Word of God. Be warned, because all the while they 

teach this, they will also say that they still believe in Jesus.  
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But what is left to believe? If the Bible is wrong about so many things, then how can it be right about 

your salvation? If the Bible is wrong on creation, why would it be right on your redemption? If the 

Bible is wrong about the Flood, then how can it be right about Baptism? If Jesus didn't feed 5,000 

people with five loaves and two fish, how can He feed you with His body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins? 

 

Every argument which seeks to overturn the Word declares that human reason is truer than Scripture. 

It seeks to say that God must work according to our rules, or else what He does isn't real. It seeks to 

say that we are greater than God is. 

 

For all such sins, we repent. Where God doesn't make sense to us, we confess-we say what He says. 

We confess that we naturally follow our finite sinful minds and doubt far more readily than we 

follow Him, and we confess that such doubts are sin. Where God doesn't act the way we want Him 

to, we confess that our sinful actions are no match for His perfect will. We confess before Him that 

we often try to take control and turn Him into what we want Him to be. 

 

And then, over and against what reason perverted by sin would have us say, we confess what the 

Lord says in His Word by means of the Creed. Against the logic of the world, we acknowledge that 

God the Father almighty is the maker of the heavens and the earth. Against those who declare it 

nonsense, we gladly confess that Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. We 

declare that He descended into hell, rose again the third day, and ascended into heaven. He has done 

all of this for us and for our salvation. 

 

And thus we rejoice. We rejoice in what God's Word declares. We rejoice that, in His infinite 

wisdom-which is far greater and holier than ours, He sent His Son as the Bread of Life to show 

infinite mercy to us. In God's will that we cannot comprehend, He wills that you and I be saved-that 

we live forever for the sake of Jesus. 

 

In His incomprehensible love, the Lord has come as the Bread of Life, who has died and risen again 

for you. He feeds you with faith this day, so that you might have eternal life with Him. He feeds you 

with these marvelous words: You are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


